Atlanta Archdiocese Media Specialist Meeting

The first meeting of the Atlanta Archdiocese Media Specialist meeting was held on September 20th at St. Thomas More Catholic School.

Eleonora Straub, this year’s president, started the meeting with a prayer and introductions.  There were two new Media Specialists attending:  Alan Keel from Blessed Trinity High School and Jan Kent from St. John Neumann.  A brief, informal survey was taken and in the archdiocese, Media Specialists have over 100 years of combined experience in the Atlanta catholic schools. 
The Archdiocesan Battle of the Books competition date has been changed to May 8, 2008 at St. Jude the Apostle. 
Elementary school librarians are concerned about whether our students are ready for high school.  According to the high school librarians, students are more familiar with databases, have a higher awareness of plagiarism and citing sources.  St. Pius utilizes all three formats (MLA, APA and Chicago). Christ the King School is teaching all three to their students.  
Holy Spirit Prep utilizes the Big 6 research skills.  Our Lady of Assumption and Our Lady of Victory schools both have had study skills days.   Librarians agreed that students need more skills regarding keyword searching and that the use of pathfinders or Nettrekker is the key to guiding students to appropriate free internet sites. 

Upcoming Conferences:

AASL - American Association of School Librarians, October 25-28th, Reno Nevada.  

http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/conferencesandevents/national/reno2007.cfm
This conference is held every two years in the fall.  The next conference will be on November 4-8  2009 in Charlotte, NC

COMO – Georgia Council of Media Organizations Conference is being held October 17-19, 2007 at Jekyll Island.  Both Cheryl Brown and Tim Wojek will be presenting.  http://www.georgiacomo.org/
Catholic Library Association will be during the NCEA on March 25-28th 2008 in Indianapolis, IN.  Our own Angela Williams is the chairperson of the Regina Medal Committee.  http://www.cathla.org/events.php
BER: What’s New in Young Adult Literature and How to Use It in Your Program (Grades 6-12)  November 29, 2007. Presented by Patti Tjomsland.
http://www.ber.org/CourseInfo.cfm?seid=BT88F2-ATL
ALAN : The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents – hosts a workshop as part of NCTE.  It will take place on November 19-20, 2007 in New York City.
http://alan-ya.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=124&Itemid=9999
ALA is offering a “We the People Grant” that provides free books to libraries (private schools are also eligible).  For more information:
www.wethepeople.gov/bookshelf.

The Catholic Library Association is offering a free trial membership to Teaching Books.  The password is CLA.   http://www.teachingbooks.net/
Marcus Zasak will be speaking at Marcus Jewish Community Book Festival on November 11, 2007.  http://www.atlantajcc.org/index.php?submenu=SE&src=gendocs&ref=SE-BF07&category=SignatureEvents
Robin Tanis recommends a book review website created by teens. 

http://flamingnet.com
Steve Horton from Follett gave a presentation about Destiny.  It is 100% browser based solution.  It can be housed on an school owned server or by Follett.  It has low workstation requirements (Windows 95 or MAC).  
Additional subscription services include:  Title Peek, State Standards, Web Path Express, One Search and Alliance AV.
Our contact would be:

Debbie Kusz
Inside Sales Representative
Follett Software Company
800-323-3397 Ext. 7425
FAX (815) 578-5425
e-mail: dkusz@fsc.follett.com
Steve Horton’s email:  shorton@fsc.follett.com
Maggie Barker, Community Relations Manager for Barnes and Noble gave a presentation on store book fairs, and pre-orders.  B&N will work with schools on summer reading either through pre-orders where students can order books on a specific list and they are then sent to the school or a book fair where students/families receive vouchers that they present to cashier and a % goes to the school.   Most Barnes and Noble stores will be holding educator appreciation events during the month of October.  

The elementary school librarians met on Battle of the Books.  The program was briefly described for new participants.  Ideas were exchanged to encourage students to keep reading over the many months before the competition.  
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